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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence actress- 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 1 U tXK,RE - 



.MONTH'S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFB 1 1 iri*\ i„ 

from the mailing date of this communication 1 136(a) - "° event ' however - a ™P* b ° «">ely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
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[©This action is FINAL. ' 
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□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review PTO-948 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is D approved Q disapproved 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected tQ by ^ 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 11 9(a)-(d) 

□ Ai. D w DNone oftheCERTIFiEDcopiesoftheprioritydocumentshavebeen 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



- is/are pending in the application. 

- is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

- is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 
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□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 
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1 . The amendment received August 27, 2002 has been made of record. 
Claims 1-8, 1 1-18 and 20 are pending. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 1 1-13 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hayashi et al or Morgan et al. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-13 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hayashi et al or Morgan et al. 

Each of these rejection is maintained for reasons of record. 

Applicant arguments concerning the density of the filler of Hayashi et al are not 
persuasive since the density of the fillers of the patent are "balk" densities and would be 
expected to be lower than the specific densities. 

Regarding applicants argument concerning "for subsequent vulcanization", the limitation 
is seen as an intended use and is not persuasive of patentability. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-8, 1 1-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Applicants filed to address this rejection in the amendment. 

6. Claims 5, 14-17 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward Cain whose telephone number is 703-308-0042. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9097 for regular 
communications and 703-872-93 10 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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